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By considering the economic and social contribution of Senegalese artisanal fisheries to the 

national economy, this study firstly provides elements of analysis of the disruptions caused by 

the coronavirus pandemic in the fishing sector. Secondly, it lifts the veil on the adaptation 

strategies of the actors concerned. The field surveys reveal that the response measures of the 

authorities have affected the production, distribution, and marketing chains of fisheries 

products. The results show a remarkable decrease in landings. The landings of pelagic fish 

species in Ouakam, Hann, Soumbédioune, and Mbour fishing ports have decreased by - 

10.11%, - 61.25%, - 9.75%, and - 18.98% proportionately. The same downward trend for 

demersal fish species was observed, except in Ouakam fishing port. The landing increased 

slightly to 29.28%. Also, significant income losses have been reported, particularly by fish 

traders, following the closure of the air borders and the decrease in the selling prices of species 

formerly destined for export. Thus, faced with this problem, the artisanal fishermen have 

developed site-specific strategies to continue their activities, which have slowed down. 

However, this pandemic has paralyzed artisanal fisheries activities, demonstrating the need for 

this study to strengthen the economic resilience of the sector. 


